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POLITICAL SIGN REGULATIONS

CITY OF BATTLE GROUND

The City of Battle Ground's Sign Ordinance identifies election-oriented signage
as temporary signage, which are generally exempt from signage regulations and
standards specified in Battle Ground Municipal Code Section 17.139. Therefore,
the installation of election oriented signage does not require prior approval from
the City before they are installed. However, any election-oriented signage
should not be located within the public right-of-way, and should be located on
private property with the property owner's authorization. Any election-oriented
signage that is located within the public right-of-way will be removed.

Further guestions regarding signage regulations in the City of Battle Ground
should be directed to Dorothy Harrington, Planning Tedchnician at 360-342-
5041.

Chapter 17.139: Signs

Subsection 040.27.C. Temporary, "temporary sign" means any sign or
advertising display constructed of cloth, wood, canvas, light fabric, paper or
other materials with or without frames intended to be displayed for a limited
time only as determined by the planning director and not permanently mounted.
Temporary signs include special event signs that advertise civic events such as
street fairs, community festivals, parades, farmer's markets, charity benefits,
signs attached to external window surfaces and that are readily removable,
lettering or symbols painted directly onto or flush mounted magnetically onto
an operable vehicle, garage sale signs, pennants, reasonable temporary and
seasonal decorations, sign sandwich boards, construction signs, election-
oriented political signs and new business/location signs or other such similar
signs as determined by the Planning Director.

CITY OF CAMAS

Political Signs -

Camas Municipal Code 18.15.170 exempts political signs from having to
obtain a permit. However, the Camas Municipal Code does include the
following limitations on the placement of political signs:

One Political sign per candidate per street frontage. Sign surface area
shall not exceed six (6) square feet for residential zoning districts and shall
not exceed 32 square feet for commercial, industrial, and high technology
zones. Political signs may not be placed in public right-of-way, public
easements, or any property without the permission of the property owner.
Such signs shall be removed 14 days following such election or referendum.



CITY OF CAMAS:
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Vision Clearance: Vision clearance areas shall be maintained in all zoning
Within these

districts except in the DC, CC, RC, and HI zoning districts.

zoning districts, vision clearance areas shall be maintained on the corners of
all property adjacent to the intersection of two streets, a street and arailroad,
or aprivate street entering a public street. Driveways and alleys are excluded

from the provisions of this section.

A. On all corner lots, no vehicle, fence, wall, hedge or other obstructive
structure or planting shall impede visibility between a height of 42
inches and 10 feet above the existing grade. See figure 18.17.030

(2)

B. The triangular area shall be formed by measuring 15 feet along both
street and property lines beginning at their point of intersection.
The third side of the triangle shall be a line connecting the end
points of the first two sides of the triangle. See figure 18.17.030 (1) .




CITY OF LA CENTER

Sec. 17.70.090 Exempt signs or displays.
The following signs or displays are exempted from coverage under this
chapter:

(13) Temporary signs endorsing political candidates, bond elections, school
levies, fairs, and similar activities ("temporary political/activity” signs) are
permitted without restriction; provided such signs shall be removed within
30 days following the election and/or last showing of any fair, show, or
similar activity. The owner, manager, or sponsor of any fair, show, or
similar activity and the political candidate or any group or organization
sponsoring a candidate shall be responsible for the removal of such tempo-
rary sign. [Ord. 98-2 § 1(c), 1998.]

Sec. 17.70.100 Requirements applicable to all signs.

(3) Sign Maintenance. All signs, including signs heretofore installed, shall
be constantly maintained in a state of security, safety, and repair. If any
sign is found not to be so maintained or is insecurely fastened or otherwise
dangerous, it shall be the duty of the owner and/or occupant of the pre-
mises on which the sign is fastened to repair or remove the sign within five
days after receiving notice from the designated public official. The premises
surrounding a freestanding sign shall be free and clear of rubbish, and
landscaping area free of weeds.

(4) Sign Obstructing View or Passage. No sign shall be located so as to
phyically obstruct any door, window, or exit from a building. No sign shall
be located so as to be hazardous to a motorist's ingress and egress from
parking areas of any way open to the public.

17.70.110 Prohibited signs.

The following signs and advertising displays or structures are not permitted,
except as indicated. Signs installed, altered, relocated or maintained in
violation of this title are subject to removal at the owner’s expense after
appropriate notification by the city.

(1) Signs and advertising displays and structures which are animated, ro-
tatable, moveable, audible, or illuminated by any intermittent, flashing, or
scintillating sources of light or sound, other than the movement of the hands
of a clock or digital changes indicating time and temperature. Signs and
displays utilizing banners, flags, pennants, streamers, twirlers or propellers,
strings of lights, flares, balloons, and similar devices are permitted only for
a maximum of 15 days as seasonal decorations, grand openings, or special
sales.



(2) Signs affixed to or painted on trees, rocks, or other natural features or on
utility poles, bridge abutments, and other public structures unless otherwise
permitted as official signs.

(3) Signs which purport to be, or are in imitation of, or resemble an official
traffic sign or signal, or which bear the words, “Stop,” “Caution,” “Danger,”
“Warning,” or similar words.

(4) Signs which, by reason of their size, location, movement, content, color-
ing, or manner of illumination, may be confused with or construed as a traffic
control sign, signal, or device, or the light of an emergency or radio equip-
ment vehicle, or which obstruct the visibility of any traffic or street sign or
signal device.

(5) Billboards and off-premises signs or advertising displays of a permanent
nature; other than off-premises signs giving directions to nonprofit, public
service establishments with a maximum size of 10 square feet. [Ord. 98-2 § 1
(c), 1998.]



P.O. Box 1995 City of
Vancouver, Washington 98668-1995 ‘W’QE‘E?EYE'S Www.Ci.vancouver.wa.us

May 12, 2005

Dear Candidates and Committee Members:

Every political season generates considerabl e citizen comment regarding the number,
construction and placement of political signsduring election campaigns. | amwriting to
familiarize you with Vancouver’ssign regul ationsand policiesregarding political signs. | am
alsowriting to urge you to make avoluntary pledgeto comply with aprogram to minimizethe
visual blight that the political season can engender, especially in some of Vancouver’s most
beautiful and historic aress.

Vancouver sign regulationsprohibit thefollowing:

 Posting of any signson trees, structures or installations upon apublic street. Thisincludesno
posting of signson telephone poles, utility cabinets, fire hydrants, streetlights, or parking
meters.

* Posting of any signson any property (including abutting parking strips) without the consent
of the owner or owner’s agent.

* Posting of any signson City owned or leased property without the consent of the City. (See
the attached policy regarding “ Political Signson City Property”.)

» Placement of any sight obscuring object, including but not limited to signs, within any
required yard areabetween 30 inches and 10 feet above the street grade within the triangular
vision clearance areaas shown in the attached diagrams.

» Signsand sign support structuresthat are not constructed to resist being overturned by wind.

| believethat thereiswidespread community support to go beyond these minimum legal
requirementsto keep Vancouver’s street rights-of-way and public areasfree of the clutter of
unlimited political signs. You are also no doubt aware of court decisionswhich limit the ability
of the City to limit thisunsightly clutter along our City streets.

We aretherefor requesting all candidates, promoters and opponents of ballot measures and their
campaign committeesto voluntarily pledgeto abide by Vancouver’svoluntary guidelinesfor
political signsand to keep political signsout of the street rights-of-way, especially in
Vancouver’smost scenic and historic areas. Enclosed isadiagramillustrating recommended
sign placement along rights-of-way. We ask that no signs be placed in historic or scenic areas
such as Officer’sRow and Vancouver’s National Historic Reserve.

Royce E. Pollard - Mayor
Dan Tonkovich - Councilmember
Pat Jollota - Councilmember

Tim Leavitt - Councilmember
Jeanne E. Stewart - Councilmember
Larry J. Smith - Councilmember

. : CELEBRATE ]
Jeanne Harris - Councilmember FREEDOM Pat McDonnell - City Mananger g



Letter to Candidates
May 12,2005
Page Two

Also enclosed isapledge form we are asking you to sign asyour promiseto Vancouver and its
citizensthat you will abide by these voluntary guidelines. Pleasefilethisformwith the City
Clerk's Office, 610 Esther Street, Vancouver.

If you have any questions, please call Richard Landis, Development Review Servicesat
360-619-4148 or visit hisoffice at 1313 Main Street, 3" Floor, Vancouver. Thank you for your
cooperation.

Sincerely,

A Wfett

PAT MCDONNELL
City Manager

End: Politica SignGuidelines
Pledge Form

o5 Carrie Lewellen, Deputy City Clerk
Richard Landis, Development Review Services

H:\Political SignGuidelines\dearcandidate2005



City of Vancouver Political Campaign Sign

Regulations and Guidelines

City Ordinances prohibit:

* Posting of any signs on trees, structures or installations upon apublic street. This
includes no posting of signs on telephone poles, utility cabinets, fire hydrants,
streetlights, or parking meters.

* Posting of any signs on any property (including abutting parking strips) without the
consent of the owner or owner's agent.

* Posting of any signs on City owned or leased property without the consent of the
City. (See"Palitical Signson City Property” below.)

» Placement of any sight obscuring object, including but not limited to signs, within
any required yard area between 30 inches and 10 feet above the street grade within
the triangular vision clearance area as shown in the attached diagrams.

 Signs and sign support structures that are not constructed to resist being overturned
by wind.

Political signson City Property:

RCW 42.17.130 providesthat public facilities may not be used, directly or indirectly, for
the purpose of assisting a campaign for election of any person to any office or for the
promotion of or opposition to any ballot proposition.

In keeping with this prohibition and city ordinance, political Ssgns may not be posted or
placed on any City owned or leased property except asfollows:

» Aspart of apalitica demonstration or smilar political event held in atraditional
public forum on City owned or leased property. These locations would include those
portions of City parks or other City properties which are traditiona public forums.
(E.g. The plazain front of City Hall.) Thiswould not include any City building or
facility that isnot atraditional public forum, such asthe interior of City Hall, Marshall
Center, and other City offices and work facilities.

» Toidentify or direct participantsto apolitical function in arented City facility which
is generally made available by the City on a content-neutral basis to private or non-
profit entities - e.g. rented meeting or banquet rooms at L uepke Center or Marshall
Center. Signs shall be subject to the terms of any lease or use agreement for the
specific facility and shall bear a notation stating that the event is not sponsored or
endorsed by the City of Vancouver.

CITY OFVANCOUVERPOLITICALSGN
REGULATIONSANDGUIDELINES
PAGE1
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Voluntary Candidate Guidelines:

The City of Vancouver believes, based on citizen comments, that there is widespread
community support for minimizing the clutter of politica signsin the public right-of-way.
Citizens generdly comment that a proliferation of sgns obstructstheir view of traffic

and pedestrians at intersections, makes the community look cluttered and interfereswith
public travel and convenience when they walk or must maneuver to avoid signs posted in

parking strips.

In addition to compliance with the City ordinances and state laws described above, the
City of Vancouver asksfor the voluntary commitment of candidates, supporters and
opponents of ballot measures, and their campaign committees to follow these guiddines:

» Toemploy best effortsto ensure that political signswill not be placed in street rights-
of-way, and in particular those on or near:

» Parking stripsin areas where members of the public enter and exit vehides,

» Scenic or historical areas such as Officers Row, the Vancouver Nationa Historic
Reserve area, and City parks and recreation areas. (Those areas of the Reserve
which are federal property are governed by different regulations and questions
regarding such regulation should be directed to the Department of Defense or
National Park Service).

» To employ best efforts to remove political signsfrom street rights-of-way within
fifteen (15) days after the election. (E.g. by making certain that your campaign
committee has a master key map of locations and a schedule for picking up signs.)

Attached is a pledge form, which the City asks candidates, committee members, and
promoters or opponents of ballot propositionsto sign as a voluntary agreement to abide
by these guidelines. Pleasefill out thisform and forward it to the City Clerk's Office.

If you have any questions, please call Richard Landis at the Develpment Review Services,
360-619-4148 or visit their office at 1313 Main Street, 3 Floor, Vancouver, WA.

H:\Political SignGuidelines\regul ations and guidelines

CITY OFVANCOUVERPOLITICALSGN
REGULATIONSANDGUIDELINES

PAGE2



To:  CityClerk'sOffice File No.
610 Esther Street
PO Box 1995
Vancouver, WA 98668 Date Received

Voluntary Pledge to Comply with Vancouver
Political Signs Guidelines

WE THE UNDERSIGNED, hereby voluntarily pledge to comply with the City of
Vancouver political sign guidelines.

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone Number: Date:

Approximate number of signs:

NAME OF PERSON RUNNING FOR OFFICE OR BALLOT MEASURE:

PERSON RESPONSIBLE FORREMOVAL OF SIGNS

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Signature of Applicant:

Received by: this day of , 2005.

Signature:

H:\PoliticalSignGuidelines\pledge form
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CITY OF VANCOUVER
Voluntary Compliance Guideline Diagram

Please do not place signs within the shaded areas.
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CITY OF VANCOUVER

Triangular Vision Clearance Area Diagrams

VM C 20.985.020 disallows any sight obstruction at a street intersection or service drive
interfering with the view of the operation of motor vehicles on the streets to such an
extent as to constitute a traffic hazard.

VMC 20.960.030 categorically prohibits any sign that substantially obstructs free and
clear vision of exit, traffic intersection entrance, traffic sign or signal, or congtitute a

STREET INTERSECTION

20 FEET

STREET

CURB
UNE

LUNE

wor] FREE OF VISIBELITY OBSTRUCTIONS
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® THIS DIAGRAM S TYPICAL & NOT INTENDED TO BE
ALL—INCLUSIVE OF EVERY INTERSECTION
VISION REQUIREMENT. &

@ PLANTINGS OR LANDSCAPING MATERIALS SHALL NOT BE
~WAY

@ PLANTINGS WITHIN THE PUBLIC RIGHT—OF-WAY SHALL BE
TRIMMED DOWN TO 30 INCHES OR UP TO 10 FEET.

THE CITY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REQUIRE ADDITIONAL SIGHT DIST/
CLEARANCE AREA IF LOCAL TRAFFIC CONDITIONS POSEAPOIENIW.MSAFEXY PROBLEM.
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ORIVEWAY

WITHIN
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H:/Civil Team/jz/doc/political signs visual clearance - 041304 Text Update,jz.doc
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BOARD OF CLARK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Betty Sue Morris = Marc Boldt = Steve Stuart

proud paat, promiaing future

CLARK COUNTY
WASHINGTON

May 16, 2005
Dear Candidates and Committee Members:

Election season often prompts questions and concerns about placement of political signs. With
this letter we would like to ensure that you are familiar with local regulations, policies and
practices, which reflect widespread community support to keep rights of way clear of clutter.

Requirements are as follows:

e A special permit must be obtained to place political signsin unincorporated Clark County.
Permits are available at no cost from the Department of Community Development, P.O.
Box 9810, 1300 Franklin Street, Vancouver 98666. An application isenclosed with this
packet.

e Signs may not be placed in locations that would constitute traffic hazards. If you are
advised by this office of a hazardous placement, please remove the sign at your earliest
convenience.

e Political signs must be removed within 15 days of the election. Campaigns with a master
map of sign locations and a pickup schedule will find it easier to comply.

In addition to these requirements, it is our custom to request that candidates and promoters of
ballot measures voluntarily commit to keep signs out of rights of way. A diagram showing
recommended placement along roads is enclosed to assist you in complying with this request.
A copy of the commitment form also isincluded. Please file thisform along with your permit
application.

If you have any questions, please call the Community Development Department at 397-2375,
extention 4080, or visit their office at 1300 Franklin St. in Vancouver.

Thank you for your cooperation and | wish you the best of luck on all your future endeavors.
Sincerely,

Betty Sue Morris, Chair

Enclosures

- Permit Application

- Diagram of sign placement
- Rights-of-way agreement



Submit to:

Department of Community Development File No.
Planning Division
1300 Franklin Street Date Received

Vancouver, WA 98666-9810
(360) 397-2375

APPLICATION FOR POLITICAL SSGNSPERMIT

WE THE UNDERSIGNED, hereby make application under the terms of Section 40.310.010,

Clark County Code, to erect political signs.

Appicant Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone Number: Dae

Approximate number of signs:

NAME OF PERSON RUNNING FOR OFFICE OR BALLOT REFERENDUM #

PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR REMOVAL OF SIGNS

Name: Phone:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Signature of Applicant:

Approved by the Director of Planning this day of , 20

Signature:

13



14

SIGN PLACEMENT COMMITMENT

The undersigned candidate or committee official hereby
agrees that best efforts will be employed to ensure that
political signs of such candidate (or ballot propositions)
will not be placed within road rights-of-way.

Name of candidate / ballot proposition:

Date: Sighature:
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CLARK COUNTY
Placement Diagrams for Political Signs

We discourage the placement of signs over 3 feet in height
upon public property. CCC 40.350.030 prohibits placement in
such amanner as to obstruct the vision of motorists. Removal
of all political signs is required after the election.

Diagram #1
Edgeof Right-of-way
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Washmgton State Transportation Building
\/ ’ Department of Transportation 310 Maple Park Avenue S.E.
P.O. Box 47300
Douglas B. MacDonald Olympia, WA 98504-7300
Secretary of Transportation
360-705-7000
TTY: 1-800-833-6388
www.wsdot.wa.gov

Dear Candidate:

The Department of Transportation wishesto takethisopportunity to adviseall candidates
regarding the placement of campai gn signsand placardsal ong state highways.

RCW 47.42, the Scenic VistasAct, regul ates signing on I nterstate Highways, all Primary
Highways, and the entire Scenic and Recreational Highway System. Signserected onprivate
property adjacent to these highways must comply withthe Scenic VistasAct, andlocal zoning
restrictions.

Inaccordancewith Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 468-66-050,
Classification of signs, political campaign signsare considered aType 3(b) on-premisesignfor
which nofeeor applicationisnecessary. Temporary political campaign signsaresignswhich
expressthe property ownersendorsement of apolitical candidate or ballot issue, withthe
followingrestrictions:

. Temporary political campaignsignsarelimitedtoa
maximum size of thirty-two squarefeet in area.

. Temporary political campaign signsmust beremoved
withinten daysafter theelection.

. Temporary political campaign signsare subject to all other

applicableprovisionsof Chapter 47.42 RCW and Chapter 468-66
WAC that pertainto Type 3 on-premisesigns.

Inadditiontotheaboverestrictions, theerection of temporary political campaign signs
within theright-of-way of all statehighwaysisillegal. Accordingly, signsplaced withinthe
right-of-way of any state highway will beremoved by theDepartment of Transportation.

Toassist youwith any questionsyou may haverelativeto signing for your campaign,
please contact the appropriateindividual listed on the attached map that identifiesthe
Transportation Region contai ning the county inwhichyou signed your Declaration of
Candidacy.

Wesincerely hopethat candidatesfor public officewill observethelawsand regul ations
enacted to protect and preserve the roadside beauty of our state.

Thank you for your courtesy inthismatter.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION



WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
e D|STRICT BOUNDARY

WSDOTDISTRICT OUTDOORADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES

Northwest Region (1):
Mr.Mario Mathisen
WSDOT
P. O. Box 330310
Seattle, WA 98113-9710
Phone: (206) 440-4394

North Central Region (2):
Mr.Pat Arnold
WSDOT
P. O. Box 98
Wenatchee, WA 98801
Phone: (509) 667-3077

OlympicRegion (3):
Mr. Gerald Nelson (OAC)
WSDOT
P. O. Box 47440
Olympia, WA 98504-7440
Phone: (360) 704-3223

Southwest Region (4):

Mr. David Burkey
WSDOT

P. O. Box 1709

Vancouver, WA 98668-1709
Phone: (360) 905-2262

South Central Region (5):

Easter

Mr.EdBarry

WSDOT

P. O. Box 12560

Y akima, WA 98909-2560
Phone: (509) 577-1989

n Region (6):

Mr.Mark Smythe
WSDOT
2714NorthMayfair Street
Spokane, WA 99207-2090
Phone: (509) 324-6551

17



